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Pictures of the Sacred Heart 


Holy Card Size — (please order by serial number) — 1|¢ each or 
$1.00 a 100 in black and white, with prayer on reverse. 


Hi — Sacred Heart H10 — Learn of Me 

H2 — Behold this Heart Hii— Conre-to-Me— 

H9 -— Jesus Meek and Humble of H1i2 — The Pleading Heart of Jesus 
Heart H17 — Reign, Heart of Jesus! 


Hia.— Lord, Speak-within-My Heart H26 — Sacred Heart of Jesus 


Pictures Suitable for Framing 


Sacred Heart of Jesus by Von Oer Full figure .... 16 x 25 in. 50¢ 
a 11 x 14 in. 25¢ 
i i ala ea 17 x 24 in. 60¢ 
TU MM iis cs an eiccceswaacacdascn 9 x 14 in. 20¢ 

- Be = Seer a Be os Seale een etic 8 x 12 in. 15¢ 
Sacred Heart Pleading With Consecration .... 8 x 12 in. 15¢ 
EY IIIT exincinscsihiinennctphecenonsteslinepdeatiantpnsaiiiiciees 5% x 7% 10¢ 


or 3 for 25¢ 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Two Books Well Worth Having 


Here are two excellent books—word and picture descriptions of 
the Mass, one for adults and the other for children, though suitable 
also for adults. 


This Is the Mass — with 30 fine photos of Bishop Sheen celebrat- 
ing the Holy Sacrifice, and instructive text explaining each step of the 
Mass. Size 7% x 10 in., 160 pages. $4.95. 


Order from: Hawthorn Books, Inc. 
70 — Sth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 


The Catholic Child’s Book about the Mass — with 45 photos in 
color, bright attractive cover, instructive text; a delight to children of 
all ages. 46 pages, size 8% x 11 in. $1.95. 

Order from: The Catechetical Guild 


260 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul 2, Minn. 


and 





Tabernacle 


Purgatory 
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A Gathers Heart 


Fathers’ Day is very appropriately celebrated in 


June, month of the Sacred Heart. For the heart of a 
Father should be modeled on that of Christ, filled with 
a love that is deep and lasting, strong and tender. May 


the Sacred Heart bless all the Fathers of the world and 


stamp on their hearts the image of His own. 


Love for Love 


e 


S THE morning star is the harbinger of the approaching 
sun, and disappears before its brilliant rays, so Mary, the 
Morning Star in the realm of grace, is the harbinger of Jesus, the 
Divine Sun of Justice, from whom she receives all her effulgence. 
In the ever-recurring cycle of the monthly devotions of the 
Church, it is most fitting, then, that June, the month of the 
Sacred Heart, follows May, the month of Mary. As May, in the 
natural world, prepares the way for June, so Mary, in the super- 
natural world, prepares the way for Jesus into the soul. 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart has the honor and privilege of 
having been established by Our Lord Himself. Urged on by His 
immense love for us, and burning with an ardent desire to be 
loved by us in return, Jesus condescended to reveal with His own 
Divine lips the priceless treasures of His Sacred Heart. In 
nearly all His apparitions to St. Margaret Mary, He expressed 
His intense desire to be loved and honored through the image of 
His Sacred Heart—the symbol of His love. This Divine Heart is 
indeed the most perfect of symbols, expressing in Itself every as- 
pect of the love of Christ—its reality, its ardor, its qualities and 
its effects. But this image was proposed to us for our veneration 
only as a means to draw us more closely to Christ Himself. It 
was intended to be for us the stepping stone to a greater personal 
love for Our Lord, who for love of us suffered and died a most 
painful and shameful death, and now sacrifices Himself daily 
on thousands of altars, gives Himself to us for our food in Holy 
Communion, and dwells perpetually in our tabernacles. 


May the month of June, then, find us more fervent and 
faithful in our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, where the 
Sacred Heart is truly present, burning with intensest love for 
us. May it find us assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion more frequently and with greater fervor, and mul- 
tiplying our Holy Hours and our visits to the Divine Prisoner 
of Love in the tabernacle. May it, in a word, spur us on to 
make greater efforts to repay with the full and fervent devoted- 
ness of our hearts the love which burns so ardently for us in His 
own Heart of Love! 
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The Victory of God 


N 1919, just after the first World War, Father Germaine 

Foch, S. J., the brother of Marshall Foch, wrote these remark- 
able words, which are highly significant even now after almost 
forty years: “During the four years just gone, we have prayed 
much for the happy ending of this war, and such prayer was 
necessary, for success was so often imperiled and so undecided. 
Thank God, the victory of our arms is no longer in question. 
But what about the Victory of God?” 


The expression Victory of God was not of his own coining; 
it was used in the pre-Christian times of Judas Macabeus, when 
he led his troops to victory against the armies of Syria with this 
rallying cry. Well might it be the rallying cry for all who today 
range themselves under the banner of Christ to strive for the 
triumph of Christianity over the spirit of godlessness that has 
swept over the world. 


The “Allies” in the war above referred to had their war 
aims. But God also had His designs, as He has in all wars, and 
in the whole course of human events. He could not permit such 
frightful catastrophes as have been witnessed in these past gen- 
erations and are still being witnessed, to break loose upon the 
world, without some special purpose: the conversion of men; the 
expiation of national and individual transgressions; the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom of God. St. Pius X, with supernatural fore- 
sight, declared a few years before the war of 1914, that God had 
in view the Christian regeneration of the world. This was also 
affirmed by Our Blessed Mother in her apparitions at Fatima 
in 1917. 

Unfortunately, the “Victory of God” is still far from being 
achieved. Nations have not understood the terrible lessons of 
these wars and of other great disasters God has visited upon the 
world. They have not heeded the pleadings and warnings of 
the Mother of God. They continued in their errors and re- 
mained estranged from God, and even plunged into greater ex- 
cesses, despite the sufferings and havoc that followed in the wake 
of War I; and when the fury of war was unleashed upon the 
world a second time with even greater violence, as Mary had 
predicted, men still remained unconverted. One after another, 
weaker nations were ground under the heel of a ruthless con- 
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queror whose only law was might; and with the fall of this power, 
and the conclusion of a makeshift peace, another power, more 
subtle and more deadly, has carried the rule of might to greater 
extremes, and by every kind of treachery and subversion has 
enslaved nation after nation. And now, because of the invention 
of deadly and horribly destructive bombs and guided missiles, 
which men fear will be used with utter wantonness, this power 
threatens the annihilation of civilization. As a consequence, the 
world is experiencing the greatest crisis in all its history. 


Faith in God and His infinite power and wisdom gives us 
cause to hope God’s victory will finally be won, but one won- 
ders how much more bloodshed and tears there may yet be. 


Is there nothing that we can do to help restore peace and 
tranquillity to our distraught world? Pope Pius XI answered 
this question in His Encyclical on the Kingship of Christ: “The 
manifold evils of the world are due to the fact that the majority 
of men have thrust Jesus Christ and His holy law out of their 
lives; these have no place either in private affairs or in politics. 
As long as individuals and states refuse to submit to the rule of 
our Savior, there will be no really hopeful prospects of a lasting 
peace among nations. Men must look for the peace of Christ in 
the Kingdom of Christ... It seems to us that peace could not 
be more effectually restored nor fixed upon a firmer basis than 
through the restoration of the Empire of Our Lord.” 


Our present Holy Father, who has worked untiringly for 
peace and for a renewal of men’s allegiance to God, in his 1958 
Easter message to the world points out the causes of disaster, 
war and persecution, and indicates their remedy. He said: “If 
private tragedies wound spirits, if skepticism and vanity wither 
so many hearts, if falsehood becomes a weapon in debates, if 
hatred flares up between classes and peoples, if there is a succes- 
sion of wars and revolts from one end of the earth to the other, 
if crimes are committed, the weak oppressed, the innocent placed 
in chains, if the laws are inadequate, and the ways of peace ob- 
structed—in a word, if this vale of ours is still furrowed by rivers 
of tears in spite of the marvels effected by the wisdom and cul- 
ture of modern man, it is a sign that something has been taken 
away from the clarifying and enriching purpose of the light of 
God.” 


Elsewhere in that address he points out the way to return 
to the path that leads to peace: “Would that men would ac- 
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knowledge the truth of the sentence of Christ: ‘I am the Light 
of the world,’ and would accept it in its full extent, which admits 
neither limits nor boundaries. If they would thus expose their 
minds and hearts to His Divine rays, how much life, how much 
peace and hope would blossom in this vale of ours! 

“Let the splendor of the Resurrection be an invitation to 
men to put back the world and all that it contains within the 
life-giving light of Christ, and to conform to His teachings and 
designs all souls and bodies, peoples and states, their form, laws, 
and plans for the future. Let there be no power to prevent this, 
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deriving either from foolish pride or vain fear that, in permitting 
themselves to be inspired by Christ, men will lose something of 
their liberty or of the autonomy of their work. 


“But what ‘good works’ more useful to the world can be 
done at the present day by all who are Christians than the pro- 
motion with all their resources of the firm restoration of a just 
peace? Individuals and peoples, nations and states, institutions 
and groups, are invited by the King of Peace to press on with 
confidence in this difficult and urgent task for the glory of God.” 


Yes, Christian regeneration is the primary condition of peace 
and happiness, and until the world is renewed in Christ, men 
will labor in vain for the attainment of peace. If, then, we wish 
to make a powerful contribution toward the establishment of a 
true and lasting peace, we can do nothing more effective than to 
promote the Social Reign of the Sacred Heart. Jesus is the 
Divine Physician who looks with compassion upon suffering hu- 
manity, and He alone is able to cure its ills. His penetrating eye 
perceives a world of moral infirmities and material ruin, a heart- 
rending spectacle of sin and vice, of selfishness and greed, of 
hatred and godlessness. Now, as in the days, of His mortal life, 
He stretches out His arms and invites all who “labor and are 
heavily burdened” to come to Him and be refreshed. In His 
merciful Heart are the remedies for stricken humanity, but the 
sufferers must come to Him, or be brought to Him, if they are to 
be healed. 

In devotion to the Sacred Heart is found the healing remedy 
for the poison of religious indifference, the means to bring fallen- 
away Catholics back to a fervent Christian life, and the way for 
conversion of unbelievers to the True Faith. The ills from which 
humanity is so grievously suffering may be summed up in the 
word SECULARISM; that is, the exclusion of God from human 
thinking and living, which results in countless personal, social, 
economic and political ills. 

One of the first fruits of secularism is materialism, a pre- 
occupation with the things of time to the exclusion of spiritual 
and eternal things. A second is irreligion; a third is immorality. 
The breakdown of religion leads without fail to a breakdown of 
good moral conduct, and men quickly lose the sense of what is 
right and wrong. Justice becomes an empty word, and there 
results an inordinate greed for wealth and pleasure, license and 
unrestrained indulgence of passions, impurity and immodesty, 
sacrileges and blasphemies. Thus it is that the rejection of God 
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leads to the rejection of Christ and the authority of His Church, 
the disregard of the Ten Commandments, and finally, utter con- 
fusion and general decay. 

A poem published in a godless paper in Italy some years ago 
will illustrate to what heights of insolence the serpent of irreligion 
and blasphemy has raised its head in our day: “Tear out the 
bowels of God! The deceit of His false miracles has lasted too 
long already. God will no longer be in charge of turning the 
flaming ball of the sun, but we, gentlemen, we shall carry the sun 
and the moon to the labor union of coal miners... God no 
longer directs the course of our destiny. Men will rule the world 
to the roaring of electrical motors. . .” 


To oppose the faithlessness, the sham Christianity into 
which so many people have fallen, the Church would gather all 
men and nations around the standard of the Sacred Heart. The 
more furiously unbelief attacks the existence of God and the 
Divinity of Christ, the more indifferent the world grows toward 
the Christian Faith and the more it denies the great Christian 
mysteries; the more the Sacraments are neglected and misused; 
the more the enemies of God strive to de-Christianize the state, 
the school, the home, the marriage bond, the press, the stage 
and other recreational facilities, the more ardent must be the 
love of faithful Catholics in clinging to the Sacred Heart and 
observing His commandments. And the more the unfaithful 
Christians wound the Sacred Heart by their indifference, their 
infidelity, their scandalous lives, the more must the friends of 
Jesus strive to give Him joy and consolation. And how can this 
be done better than by establishing His reign in as many homes 
as possible? 

The Christian family is the unit of which Christian society 
is composed, and if the majority of a nation’s homes are good, 
then there is hope that that nation will continually grow better 
and better. It is precisely to make homes good that the Work 
of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families and their 
Consecration to Him is directed. This Consecration and En- 
thronement is not, and must not be, a mere passing act. It must 
mean the Reign of the Divine King of Love in that home, and 
a gradual extension of that reign from the individual homes to 
the community, from the community to the mass of human 
society, so that it may finally work for the Christianization of 
the whole world and so help to hasten the Victory of God. 

The Enthronement has as one of its principal features the 
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idea of the Kingship of the Sacred Heart. The word suggests 
a throne, and the ceremony, the recognition of Christ’s right to 
reign in the home. It seeks to realize the object of making 
reparation to the outraged, rejected Majesty of Christ the King. 
By the Enthronement, families give to the Heart of Jesus the 
return of love that He pleads for: “My Child, give Me thy 
heart!” And finally, they assure themselves of the treasures of 
grace and the manifold blessings promised by the Sacred Heart. 
By its free and loving submission to the Divine sceptre of His 
authority, the consecrated family offers Jesus a sanctuary of 
fidelity and love, and helps to prepare for His “victory of love” 
over the human race. 

No better way could be found to celebrate the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart for those homes where indifference has grown up 
than to have the Enthronement. Schools and institutions, clubs 
and guilds, convents and parish groups—indeed, every kind of 
Catholic association, could find no more effective means of pro- 
moting their aims and interests and the aims and interests of the 
Church than to enthrone the Sacred Heart, consecrate them- 
selves to It, and live by the spirit of this consecration. 


Night Adoration in the Home 


The object of the Enthronement is further promoted by 
Night Adoration in the Home. All Catholics, whether their 
homes are consecrated to the Sacred Heart or not, can take part 
in this Crusade of love and reparation. Men, women, children, 
even the sick, can offer up each month—or more often if desired 
—an hour of prayer, or of pain and suffering, in their own homes, 
to help obtain the Victory of God. This vigil is kept during 
the night at any hour between 9 P. M. and 6 A. M., by individ- 
uals, or groups of persons. Those who wish to become members 
of the League of Night Adoration need only send in their names 
to us, or to any Center of the Enthronement, specifying the hour 
and date desired (or, if they wish, this will be arranged for 
them) and a certificate will be sent to them. Official registra- 
tion makes them eligible to the indulgences granted to those 
who make such an hour of reparation in honor of the Sacred 
Heart each month. 

Jesus once said to St. Margaret Mary: “I will reign in spite 
of My enemies, and of those who oppose Me!” Help Him to 
realize this promise in your own little corner of the earth—your 
HOME—and help Him gain the Victory of God! 
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‘Confidence 


NE day St. Gertrude was praying for the salvation of a 
multitude of souls, but dared not include a plea for those 
who seemed hopelessly lost. Our Lord reproached her for having 
placed limits to His Divine mercy by thus placing bounds to 
her confidence. She then re-worded her petition according to 
the infinite mercy of His Heart, and Our Lord willingly granted 
all that her confidence hoped from His goodness. ‘Confidence 
can easily gain all things,” He assured her. 

Confidence was, in fact, a special characteristic of Saint 
Gertrude’s piety. She attributed to her confidence all the graces 
she received, and continually urged others to place boundless 
confidence in Our Lord in order to receive graces from Him. 

St. Mechtilde, too, was animated by unbounded confidence. 
“It is impossible,” she said, “that anyone should not receive all 
that he has believed and hoped to obtain.” And Our Lord as- 
sured her, “It gives:Me real pleasure when men hope great things 
from Me, and I will always grant them more than they expect.” 

By confiding abandonment, Our Lord offers us a means of 
participating in His almighty power. He opens to us the treas- 
ures of His Heart, which undertakes to supply for all the short- 
comings of souls abandoned to Him, and to perfect all their 
works. “Do you not think,” He said to St. Mechtilde, “that I 
am sufficiently rich to pay all your debts?” 

“Yes, Lord,” she answered, “I trust everything to Thee.” 
Jesus then continued: “See, then, how I offer to God, My 
Father, the years of My childhood to supply for what you were 
unable to do during your early years; the labors of My youth, 
for the negligence of yours; My later years and My Passion for 
the faults and omissions of your whole life. Thus, I wish your 
entire life to receive in Me and by Me its supplement and its 
perfection.” 

Oh, the tenderness, the liberality of the Heart of Jesus! 
He wishes to complete our works Himself. It is for Him 
a real joy, for in this consists the triumph of His love and the 
glory of His mercy. The one thing He asks from us for this is 
that we trust in Him and abandon ourselves to His goodness. 
Let us then have confidence in the Heart of Jesus and ask Him 
to supply for our deficiencies and to render full and perfect the 
measure of glory and of consolation which He expects from us. 
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Mary and the Blessed Sacrament 


OW easily do the names of JESUS and MARY come to the 
lips of the faithful Catholic! One can scarcely think of the 
Son without thinking also of the Mother, nor can one think of 
the Mother without thinking of the Son. And so the close re- 
lationship of the Mother to her Son in the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment is almost spontaneously realized. Certainly, it is deeply 
impressed on the mind at Lourdes, that Shrine which is so 
uniquely Mary’s, but where so many miracles are wrought when 
the Most Blessed Sacrament is being carried in solemn proces- 
sion through the midst of the people. Hence, the celebration of 
this Centenary Year of Mary’s apparitions at Lourdes will serve 
greatly to re-emphasize this bond between Jesus and Mary, and 
re-enkindle the indescribable, enthusiastic veneration of the 
Most Holy Sacrament so pronounced at this world-famed 
Marian place of pilgrimage. 


In connection with Eucharistic fervor manifested by the 
faithful at Lourdes, we may recall the praise of St. Pius X, 
the Pope of the Eucharist, who said: “The unique glory of 
the shrine of Lourdes consists in the people being drawn there 
from every part of the world, through Mary, to adore Jesus in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, so that the shrine which is the 
center of the veneration of Mary is at the same time the most 
glorious and splendid throne of the Eucharistic mysteries.” 


This close connection between Mary and the Blessed Sac- 
rament was also pointed out during the Marian Year by Cardi- 
nal Agagianian, and his words will bear repeating here. He 
said: “There is a very real link that connects Our Lady and the 
Eucharist. The strength of this link is obvious to anyone who 
reflects upon it. The Eucharist is Jesus Himself, under the 
sacramental species. But Jesus Christ is always and everywhere 
the Son of Mary. His Sacred Body took Its shape in her vir- 
ginal womb. His Precious Blood flowed from the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, through the power and by the action of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Yes, Jesus is always and everywhere the Son of Mary, and 
where Jesus is, Mary will be found; where Mary is found, there, 
too, will we find Jesus. We proclaim this belief every time we 
say the “Hail Mary,” and the words, coming.as.they do from 
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the Holy Spirit, are infallibly true: “Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee.” 

Holy Mother Church never fails to unite the thought of 
Mary with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Mary has a 
very special place in every Holy Mass, Mary stood at the foot 
of the Cross on Calvary, and at Holy Mass, in which the Sacri- 
fice of Calvary is renewed, the sacred liturgy establishes the 
primacy of Mary’s par- 
ticipation by placing 
her at the head of the 
list of saints who are 
invoked. The very al- 
tar speaks of Mary, for 
she was the living altar 
upon which Jesus was 
offered to His Father 
for the first time at the 
moment of His Incar- 
nation, and times with- 
out number, we may 
be sure, throughout 
the course of His in- 
fancy and childhood. 
Mary was the “living 
tabernacle” of the 
Word made Flesh. She 
was the Chalice in 
which the Precious 
Blood that was shed for mankind was formed. She was the 
Monstrance from which Christ was shown forth to the world. 








The Gift of Mary 


How does the Church celebrate the feast of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Corpus Christi—which we keep this year on June 5 
—but with grateful praise of Mary interwoven in her prayers 
and hymns in honor of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist? On this 
feast of joy, in the hymn “Pange Lingua,” the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is spoken of as “the Fruit” of the immaculate womb of 
Mary, “given to us and born to us from the womb of the pure 
Virgin.” The preface of Christmas, which celebrates the Mys- 
tery of the Word taking flesh in Mary, is used for this same 
reason. Christ received His Flesh from the flesh of Mary, and 
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the feast of Corpus Christi is essentially the feast of “the Body 
of Christ.” It honors the Body which was immolated on Cal- 
vary and which is offered in sacrifice on the altar, received as 
the food of our souls in Holy Communion, and adored in the 
tabernacle and the monstrance. The Blessed Sacrament is the 
Gift of Mary, because Its institution depended upon the Incar- 
nation and Mary’s Divine Motherhood. It is the Gift of Mary 
because It was given through Mary’s intercession as Mediatrix 
of All Graces, and as the Fruit of her love and of her sacrifices. 


Nothing can endear us more to Mary than showing our 
love to her Son by a sincere Eucharistic life—a life of sincere 
devotion to the greatest Treasure of the Church, Jesus with us, 
offered in Sacrifice for us on the altar during Holy Mass, pouring 
His Divine graces into our souls in Holy Communion, and 
deepening our friendship with Him and our spirit of union and 
prayer through our adoration of Him in visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Mary’s frequent apparitions have as their final aim to draw 
souls closer to the Holy Eucharist. Her gracious influence 
increases Eucharistic devotion among the faithful. She must 
have an important place in our own lives. Let us invoke her 
often, let us thank her for the gift she has given us in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Let us ask her to impart to us a share in the humil- 
ity and purity of her Immaculate Heart, that through them we 
may become more intimately united to her Son. Let us take 
her as our model in devotion to the Holy Eucharist, and this 
especially at Holy Mass. 


The graces received at Holy Mass are in proportion to the 
fervor with which we assist thereat. This share will be greater 
for us if we ask Mary to give us a share in her dispositions, in 
her attention and devotion, whilst we offer the Holy Sacrifice 
in union with the priest and the rest of the faithful. We may 
ask: How did Mary herself assist at Holy Mass? Her disposi- 
tions were those of Christ, her Son, which are also those of the 
Church. 

The Church teaches that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
is offered to pay God a fourfold homage of adoration, thanks- 
giving, reparation and prayer. Every sacrifice to God is a tribute 
to His sovereignty and the acknowledgment of our total de- 
pendence on Him; it is an act of adoration. The Eucharistic 
Sacrifice is also a Sacrifice of thanksgiving, which is the very 
meaning of “Eucharist.” This is particularly emphasized in the 
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Preface of the Mass. Reparation is the retraction of the sins 
by which we have rebelled against God and His dominion, and 
an attempt to repair the injury we and others have done to the 
glory of God by our contempt. In Holy Mass, we offer the 
infinite atonement of the Son of God to fulfil this duty. Then, 
finally, there is prayer or petition. God is not only the sovereign 
Good in Himself, He is also our supreme Good, who gives Him- 
self to us. From His infinite bounty we anticipate other favors 
through our humble supplication. 

Holy Mass, the perfect and infinite Sacrifice, offers to God 
this worship of adoration, thanksgiving, reparation and petition, 
and it is Our Blessed Mother who can teach us how best to join 
our intentions to those of Christ, the Divine Priest and Victim, 
so as to receive the fullest benefits and give to God the highest 
honor of which we are capable. Mary must be our model in 
following the actions and words of the priest and entering into 
the depths of their meaning as the Holy Sacrifice is offered. 
She must help us to unite ourselves with that offering so that we 
really surrender ourselves to the will of God as she did at the 
moment of the Incarnation and throughout her whole life. 

Again, Mary will instil into our hearts the best sentiments 
for Holy Communion and a loving adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament—a living faith, great trust, and ardent longing, but 
especially fervent love of God, and all of these pervaded with 
deep and true humility. 

In this way, we will continually sanctify ourselves through 
Holy Mass and Holy Communion, the Sun and Center of our 
lives, and through Eucharistic adoration. We will find a unity 
and strength in our spiritual life, and the graces we obtain will 
enable us to spend our whole life in intimate union with Jesus 
and Mary. Then, when we have spent our life “living the Mass,” 
we will look forward with eager longing to the happy entrance 
into eternity which we know will be ours when death calls us 
home. Let us then use all the means Mother Church offers us, 
and in particular this year dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes, 
to deepen our devotion to Mary and let her lead us closer to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 


“Mary is the tree of paradise which has brought forth 
the Fruit of Life that gives eternal life to those who eat 
of It.” St. Bernard 


46 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The Patience of God 


HERE is a striking and often unnoticed account of the vic- 
tory of patience in two different Books of the New Testa- 
ment. The account begins in St. Luke’s Gospel, where the Evan- 
gelist recounts the reception of the two disciples Jesus had sent 
to prepare His entrance into the city of Samaria. The Samari- 
tans refused to let them enter and the angry disciples asked 
Jesus: “Lord, do You wish us to command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them!” But the patient Christ merely 
said: “The Son of Man came not to destroy souls but to save.” 
And He led them into another town. Some time later, after 
Christ had ascended into heaven, leaving His Apostles and disci- 
ples to spread His kingdom on earth, Philip the Deacon “went 
down to the city of Samaria, preaching Christ to them. And the 
people with one accord were attentive to those things which were 
said by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. .. . 
And many that were taken with the palsy and that were lame 
were healed. And there was great joy in the city” (Acts 8:5-9). 
The patience of God had again triumphed over the impatience of 
man. 

The doctrine of Purgatory is surely another example of the 
patient mercy of our God, “Who wills not the death of a sinner, 
but that he be converted and live.” Souls were too dearly bought 
to be denied this ultimate refuge of patience, this mercy-in- 
justice and justice-in-mercy. ‘Do you not know,” demands St. 
Paul urgently, “that the patience of God leads you to penance?” 
Purgatory is indeed a place of patience. For the souls there, 
though burning with an intense and ever-increasing longing to 
be with God forever, yet know that they are detained justly and 
accept their purgation with patience, willing only what He wills 
and at the time He wills it. 

It is for us to help them. With charitable “impatience,” 
through our prayers and sacrifices offered in their behalf, we can 
hasten their release, bring them the more quickly to the joys of 
heaven. And in doing this we may hope for God’s patience with 
ourselves! 


Spiritual Vitamin for June 


Most Sweet Heart of Jesus, grant that peace, the fruit of 


justice and charity, may reign throughout the world. 
(300 days’ indulgence.) 
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These Three Are One 


[= world is full of the wonders of God, but the supreme 
wonder of all is God Himself. We realize this when we 
attempt to learn something of the nature of our Creator, for we 
have to deal with a mystery—the mystery which our Faith 
teaches is the truth that there is one God, but three Divine Per- 
sons. Our reason cannot delve into the depths of this mystery; 
but we have the best possible authority for accepting it as a 
truth, for Jesus Christ, during the course of His life on earth, 
taught it to us. He made claim to be the Second Person of the 
Godhead. He offered incontrovertible proofs of the reality of 
that claim by His life, His miracles, His prophecies, and above 
all, by His Resurrection and Ascension. 


Once we are convinced of His Divine Nature, we cannot 
doubt what Christ teaches, and He spoke of God as His Father 
on the many occasions when He plainly stated His own Divinity. 
He also promised His followers “another Paraclete,” whom He 
called the “Holy Spirit.” At His baptism, the Blessed Trinity 
was actually manifested in a marvelous way; for the Father was 


heard as a “Voice” from heaven; Jesus, who claimed to be 
the Son, was there in Person; and the Holy Spirit appeared as a 
Dove. The mystery of the Blessed Trinity was also manifested 
on the occasion of the Transfiguration, which was witnessed only 
by Peter, James and John. The Body of Jesus was then so 
transfigured that some of the rays of His Divinity shone 
through, and again the Father gave testimony, saying: “This is 
My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye, Him!” 
The Holy Spirit was also present as a bright Cloud. 


We have the first and basic idea of God when we think of 
Him as a spirit. If He is a spirit, we realize that we can only 
understand and comprehend His nature in a very limited way, 
for our everyday experience teaches us that we do not really 
probe into the spirit or soul of other human beings about us. 
We only come to conclusions from their words and actions, but 
we cannot truly know the souls of others. Much less then can 
we know the inner nature of the Infinite Spirit who is God. But 
we can know some things about Him by creation and by His 
revelation, for St. Paul tells us that the invisible attributes of 
God are clearly seen through the things that He has made. And 
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Join Us in the 


ANNUAL SOLEMN NOVENA 
to the 


SACRED HEART 


“Divine Mercy is an inexhaustible fountain. Draw from 
it with a larger vessel, that is, with greater confidence and 
return laden with greater riches.” (St. Alphonse Liguori) 


From the Promises of Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary 


To Those Who Honor My Sacred Heart, I Will: 
Give all the graces necessary for their state of life. 


Console them in all their troubles. 


Abundantly bless all their enterprises. 





The Annual Solemn Novena to the Sacred Heart 


From: the Feast of Corpus Christi 


To: the Feast of the Sacred Heart 


June 5 — 13 


In each of our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration: 


Sanctuary of the Holy Eucharist 
Clyde, Missouri } 


Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mundelein, Illinois | 


Sanctuary of Christ the King 
Benedictine Plaza, Tucson, Arizona 


Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
1409 E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, Missouri 


Sanctuary of Saint Pius X 
2610 San Diego Ave., San Diego, California 


The Annual Solemn Novena to the Sacred Heart will begin with 
the recitation of the Litany of the Sacred Heart by all at 
Benediction, following the Corpus Christi procession. It will 
end in the same way on the feast of the Sacred Heart. Each 
day the Litany of the Sacred Heart will be prayed during the 
morning Benediction by all the Sisters. At the beginning of 
every hour, day and night, it will be prayed by the official 
Adorers kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament exposed. (A 
total of 120 times each day, or 1,080 times during the Novena.) 
The Sisters will be happy to include all your intentions in their 
prayers. If you would like to have your special petitions placed 
on the altar, please check them on the next page and mail them 
to us. Unite with the Sisters in prayer and try to attend Holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion daily, or as often as possible. 
You may pray the Litany of the Sacred Heart or any other 
prayer of your own choice for the Novena. 





Name .. 


Address . 


since a sie iy C—O PRO a =1 Nee Se 








Knock and It Shall Be Opened 


Why did Our Lord allow His Heart to be pierced with 
the soldier’s lance after death? Spiritual writers tell 
us it was to show by and through this visible wound, 
the invisible depth of love which filled It. Jesus Loves 
us! That fact cannot be emphasized too much, nor 
too often. Jesus loves us; He died to prove it, and He 
wants our love in return. What lover, even a Divine 
One, appreciates ingratitude? Christ wants us to 
THANK Him for what He has done for us. And He 
wants us to Ask Him for what we need. He is a lavish 
Lover, prodigal of His gifts and He likes to be asked: 
“Ask and you shall receive.” 


So, let us go to Him with CONFIDENCE during this 
Novena, to THANK Him for the innumerable blessings 
He has already granted, to offer Him our REPARATION 
for the fresh wounds continually inflicted upon His 
most sensitive Heart by the coldness and indifference 
of so many, and to ask Him for what we need. But 
let us not be so selfish as to ask only for ourselves and 
our immediate families. We belong to a bigger family, 
to God’s Family, the Church, and to the whole human 
family. Let us pray fervently for the needs of our 
Mother Church, the Holy Father, for the sick, the suf- 
fering, for sinners, the dying, and for peace for our 
troubled world and guidance for its leaders. Let us 
beg Our Lord once more to “have compassion on the 
multitude.” 


Prayer joined to humble confidence God finds irre- 
sistible. He will not fail to hear us if we come to Him 
with deep faith, with true love. For are we not pre- 
paring to celebrate the Feast of the Source of that 
love and faith, the Feast of His Sacred Heart? 





My Petitions to the Sacred Heart 


(To be placed on the Altar and included in the Novena.) 


Check the ones you want included. 


Eternal salvation for self and 
loved ones 


Peace of soul 

Grace to carry a cross 

Family happiness 

Return of loved one to the Faith 
Conversion 

Happy death 

Grace to know vocation 

Happy marriage 

Employment 

Motherhood 


Better position 


Success in studies, employment 


. Successful operation 


Return of good health 


Overcome intemperance or other 


bad habits 
Good Confession 


Souls in purgatory 


. Safekeeping of absent loved ones 


. Return of lost article 


Intentions and needs of Church 
and Pope 


. Guidance of world leaders 


World peace 


Special Intentions 


Mail to any of the addresses listed inside. 








when He directly reveals to us that He is one God in three Di- 
vine Persons, as He has done, we accept this truth without hesi- 
tation or doubt, even though we cannot understand it. Further- 
more, we seek to conform our lives to it by giving worship and 
honor to each of the Divine Persons separately, and to all to- 
gether as one God, while we know that even when we worship 
One, we worship all Three, for They are inseparable and un- 
changeable. 


We live in a world of change. People change, whole coun- 
tries change, times change, and we ourselves change. Kingdoms 
come and go, creatures are born and live and die, but our Triune 
God is ever unchanged by the transitory things of time. He is 
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End of all 
things, who was, who is, and who ever will be. He is ever pres- 
ent, the Eternal Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the Son 
ever wrapt in the embrace of the Father; the Holy Spirit, the 
Love of the Father and of the Son. We are drawn to imitation 
and love the more we come to know and believe the love of God 
for us, which is infinite and unchangeable, for God is Love. Day 
after day we find fresh joy, peace and comfort in our souls in 
the thought of God’s love for us and in the knowledge that that 
love is unchanging. 


Yes, God has never changed and He never will. What He 
has promised, He will perform. He has meant all the good things 
He has told us by His Divine Word, and according to His prom- 
ise He will bring them to pass. He will not think of us for a 
while, and then forget us. He will not alter His decisions; He 
will not think better of His decrees. He will never abandon us 
if we do not abandon Him. What He has promised, He will do. 
He created us, in His love, for heaven, and He created us for 
heaven with Himself. He will not change His intention; that 
place is ours if we will take it. But we have to take it on His 
conditions, and He will not change His conditions. Faith in the 
things He has revealed is one of these conditions. Love of Him 
above all things, and the love of others as ourselves for the sake 
of Him, is another. And surely, this latter is not hard. We are 
all members of one family, the family of God, and as brothers 
and sisters of the same Father, love should be natural to us. 
Keeping His commandments is the test of our love and the as- 
surance of our salvation. 


We need trust and confidence in the goodness and love of 
God. We must think of Him as our loving Father, as our Divine 
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Brother who laid down His life for our salvation, and as our 
Bridegroom who unites Himself to our souls by sanctifying grace 
and dwells within us as in a temple. We have but to look to our 
Triune God within us for strength and perseverance in our striv- 
ing for the eternal goal. 


Every moment of our mortal life should bring us nearer to 
our home in heaven. Every moment should make us aware of 
God’s unchanging care, of His Providence, His Compassion, His 
Patience, for they are ever the same, on, on, through the years. 
Through years of sin and negligence, He has ever been the un- 
changing God, providing for our sustenance and needs, forgiving, 
compassionating, bearing with a patience that only God can 
have. Even His Justice does not change. He demanded death 
from human nature in penalty for sin, and He sent His Son 
made Man to satisfy that immutable Justice. That Son now 
perpetuates on the altar His Infinite Sacrifice, that we, yes, we 
who live in this day and age, may always have an infinite atone- 
ment to offer for our sins. The Heart of the God-Man beats 
on our altars with unchangeable love for the whole human race, 
despite men’s cold ingratitude, their sins, their hate, and ac- 
cumulated crimes. The Holy Spirit dwells in His Church as its 
very Soul, uniting all the members in one Mystical Body, with 
Jesus, the Head, forever offering infinite graces to draw all men 
into its unity. 

So it is that the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity brings God 
near to us, so near that we are intimately united with Him. And 
so it is that this Mystery ceases to be an abstract subject to 
ponder over and wonder at, but has its very practical conse- 
quences in making our life a religious, God-centered life, a life 
of prayer and trust in God as our Father, in Jesus as our Re- 
deemer and High Priest, in the Holy Spirit as the Divine Guest 
of our soul. 


God has planted in our hearts a love for each Person of the 
Blessed Trinity. ‘That love of God alone can make us happy. 
When we change our love from God to creatures, then it is that 
we experience unrest and unhappiness. That is the cause of the 
world’s ills and frustration, the effect of men’s turning from God 
to a self-centered, materialistic existence. But let us not change 
in our love for the Triune God. Let us ever be grateful to God 
for making us children of the True Church, where we may learn 
what God has revealed about Himself and our salvation, and 
where we can constantly avail ourselves of the means of salva- 
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tion. And let us make our own and frequently use the prayer 
which Catholics jointly recite throughout the whole world on the 
Feast of the Most Holy Trinity: 


“Almighty, everlasting God, who hast given Thy servants, 
in the confession of the true Faith, to acknowledge the glory of 
the eternal Trinity, and in the power of Thy Majesty to adore 
the Unity, grant, we beseech Thee, that by steadfastness in the 
same Faith, we may evermore be defended from all adversities. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ...” 





YOUR Candle 


LET a candle burning before the Blessed Sacrament be the 
symbol of your faith, hope and charity, representing your desire 
to serve and love God constantly. A candle will be burned for 
your intentions in any of our Sanctuaries for an entire day and 
night for an offering of 50¢; one week, $3.50; one month, $12.00. 








Mass Stipends 


MASS STIPENDS sent to us are forwarded promptly where they 
will be conscientiously persolved at an early date. The stipend for Low 
Masses is $2.00; for High Masses, $5.00; for Gregorian Masses the 
clergy of the diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph may ask an offering of 
from $60.00 to $75.00 if the set is to be started immediately. Those 
who wish to have Gregorian Masses said by needy clergy in Europe 
may send them to us for transmission for an offering of from $30.00— 


$45.00. 


All Mass Intentions received at our dependent Priories are promptly 
forwarded to the Motherhouse at Clyde. Arrangements will be made at 
the particular Priory, as far as possible, for anyone wishing to have 


a High Mass offered there. 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Suffering for the Reign 
of the Sacred Heart 


HE sufferings of this life have always presented a problem 
to the human mind. Why should God, who is an infinitely 
kind and loving Father, send such heavy trials to His children? 
But this is especially true when we ourselves are the victims of 
suffering. When sorrow visits our friends or acquaintances, it 
is easy to believe He is sending it for their good, to purify their 
souls, to give them a chance to practice virtue, to detach them 
from the things of 
earth. But if the cross 
is laid heavily on our 
own shoulders, it be- 
comes more difficult to 
fathom His designs 
and to accept His holy 
will. It is easier to 
preach than to prac- 
tice. The fine words 
that came so readily 
to our lips when con- 
soling others fail to ap- 
peal in our own case. 
Yet, in this sad 
world, nothing is so 
common as _ suffering. 
We see the young, the bright, the gay, setting off on the journey 
of life. All is sunshine; they would laugh at the very suggestion 
of sorrow coming upon them. Their life will, they imagine, glide 
on beneath an unclouded sky. They have but to nestle down 
upon a bed of roses. We meet them again, some years later, 
sorrow-stricken, their lives saddened, their faces lined with grief. 
The cross spares no one. At one period or another, often during 
many periods of our existence, it will come to visit us. It has 
been said that every one has his heart broken at least once in 
his lifetime. 
But how are these trials accepted? For the most part, 
badly, unwillingly. In fact, they are at times not accepted at 
all. They are fought against with a rebellious heart, so that we 
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derive no merit from them. We even dare complain that God is 
treating us too harshly and we revolt against His dealings with 
us. 

In times of suffering, we should raise our eyes heavenward 
to Mary, our Mother and our Model in all things, and think how 
generously she accepted what was asked of her, putting her trust 
in God’s infinite power and wisdom, never doubting for a mo- 
ment that He would draw His glory from her trials. Had there 
been no Good Friday, there would have been no Easter Day— 
no Resurrection. 


God loves us with an infinite love, far beyond all that we 
can, in our small minds conceive. And because He loves us, 
He wants to sanctify our souls, to make us more perfect and to 
purify us from every trace of sin, so that we may escape the fires 
of purgatory and pass straight to Him in heaven without delay. 
He knows that suffering well accepted makes us like our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and that the more we endure it meritoriously, of- 
fering it up to the Sacred Heart in union with His Passion, the 
more we shall grow to resemble Him. Holy Scripture tells us 
that “whom the Lord loveth He chastiseth”; so we must never 
think for a moment that our Heavenly Father has forgotten or 
abandoned us when He sends us crosses, but rather look upon 
them as tokens of His love. 


Those who suffer, whether physically or mentally, have a 
coin of immense value to contribute toward the spread of the 
reign of the Sacred Heart. They need only ask Jesus to accept 
their sufferings in expiation of their own sins and for those of 
others, especially for His “enemies,” those who have driven Him 
from their souls by mortal sin, those who hate Him and attempt 
to ensnare others into sin to give vent to their hatred. The sick 
and the suffering, if they willingly accept their pain and grief, 
may in this way win untold graces for souls and help to win 
them to the Kingdom of Love. Their prayers too will be an 
added power in obtaining graces and promoting the reign of the 
Sacred Heart. By offering their sufferings and prayers for the 
intentions of the Holy Father, they accomplish much the same 
end, for the greatest intention which the Holy Father has is for 
the increase and growth of the Kingdom of God. 


It must be borne in mind that God never afflicts a soul 
beyond what it is able to endure. “God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tried above that which you are able, but will 
make also with temptation issue, that you may be able to bear 
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it,” St. Paul assures us. A mother protects her infant from the 
fire when she must bring it near, so as to make sure that the heat 
is not too great. So we may trust God to put His everlasting 
arms around us to prevent the scorching flames of suffering from 
hurting us too severely. It gives Him much joy when we suffer 
peacefully and with resignation to His will, confiding in His 
fatherly tenderness and love. And St. Paul-tells us that by our 
sufferings we fill up what is wanting to the Passion of Christ 
for His Mystical Body. Jesus longs for our love, and love is best 
shown by fortitude in bearing our crosses, thus letting ourselves 
be crucified with Him. And for every suffering well borne, St. 
Paul again tells us, we lay up for ourselves an “eternal weight 
of glory.” 

So, take heart, dear sufferer! Your inactivity is not with- 
out the power to do good. The very intensity of your sufferings 
can make you a great apostle for the Sacred Heart by helping 
win souls for Him, and what more noble work could you desire? 


The Door 


NLY the twinkle of the sanctuary lamp and a few flickering 

vigil lights before the statue of the Sacred Heart relieved 
the scented darkness of the church as Francis Fenton made his 
way up a side aisle. It was long, very long since he had been 
in a church, but almost automatically he genuflected before 
kneeling in one of the empty pews. Even after thirty years and 
in a church he had never before entered, there was an unforget- 
table familiarity about his surroundings. Before him loomed the 
altar, white and lofty among the soft shadows. He could make 
out the wrought-iron sanctuary rails, and just beside his pew 
was a door leading into what he knew was a confessional. The 
whole church was still fragrant with the odor of incense. 


Half sitting, half kneeling, Francis looked around. As his 
eyes grew accustomed to the darkness, he could see that he was 
quite alone; the only other person in the church having left as 
he was coming in. Obviously the sudden drenching June rain 
had driven most people home for shelter, as it had driven him 
into the church until the worst would be over. He felt the quick 
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familiar wincing of pain around his heart and eased back into 
the seat. A grey fatigue settled over him, as it had done more 
than once of late. He knew what it meant—the doctor’s words 
had etched themselves into his mind: “You must slow down, 
Frank. No more golf, no more working late into the night. If 
you keep on at this pace, you won’t last a year!” 


That had been at least six months ago; but he had not 
slowed down. He could not; what was there to live for if he 
gave up working? His wife was dead, killed suddenly in an 
automobile crash. They had no children; beautiful, ambitious 
Ethel had never wanted them. Once more his eyes fell on the 
confessional door. For a moment he wondered if he would ever 
enter that door again. He sighed; strange, how the mere passing 
through a door could have become so hopelessly difficult! 


Then, without warning, a door opened just outside the 
sanctuary, sending a shaft of light into the church. Francis 
rose swiftly and silently to his feet. A terrified shyness seized 
him. He must not be seen in church. He was well known in 
the city, an outstanding business leader. His face was familiar 
to all who read the daily paper; and it was equally well known 
that he practiced no religion. The priest would surely wonder 
what he was doing there. He might even think he wanted to 
go to confession! Dread succeeded shyness; he stepped quickly 
into the aisle and got behind a pillar. But retreat was impos- 
sible. Brisk footsteps were approaching; a light was switched 
on near the altar. Then came inspiration. A single step took 
him to the confessional door. It yielded to his touch and he 
slipped through, closing it softly behind him. As he stood there 
breathless in the darkness, he heard the priest’s footsteps going 
past, down to the other end of the church. 


Then came one of the greatest shocks of Francis Fenton’s 
life. Out of the darkness just beside him came the murmur of 
a blessing: “How long since your last confession?” asked a quiet 
voice. Francis was speechless. It had never occurred to him 
that a priest might be waiting in the confessional! He found his 
voice at last and bent toward the grille: “This is a mistake—I 
came in here by mistake—I—I don’t want to go to confession!” 
There was a moment’s silence. “As you wish,” came the reply, 
“that is for you to decide.” The voice was impartial—tinged, 
perhaps, with sadness. 

Francis’ thoughts suddenly raced. He forgot the priest 
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outside in the church. He realized with another shock that he 
had entered the door, that he was standing inside, on the thresh- 
old of hope. With a tremendous act of faith and courage, 
he dropped to his knees. “I’ve changed my mind, Father,” he 
whispered hoarsely, “I do want to go to confession, but I need 
your help. This is the first time in more than thirty years and 
I’m not prepared.” 

“That does not matter,’”’ answered the voice; and even in 
his agony of apprehension, Francis noticed how it had changed. 
“Nothing matters now except that you are here. Now begin by 
saying one Our Father for the grace to make a good confession.” 
Francis did so. It was one of the few prayers he still remem- 
bered. Then he was asked many questions, gentle, searching 
questions that reached deep into his burdened soul, lifting its 
weights one by one, until he marvelled that he had feared at 
all. “There is nothing more that you remember?” “No, Father.” 
“Then for your penance meditate for a moment, on leaving the 
confessional, on the Promise Our Lord made to St. Margaret 
Mary: ‘Sinners will find in My Heart an infinite ocean of mercy.’ 
Now, make an act of contrition.” 

It was not difficult, and the tears ran down Francis Fenton’s 
lined face as he made it. “Go in peace,” the voice said softly. 
“Thank you, Father, thank you from the bottom of my heart,” 
stammered Francis, “I’ll try to go to confession every week after 
this.” Somehow he felt a compassionate smile through the dark- 
ness. “God will reward your good intentions. Stay close to His 
Heart.” 

Francis rose to his feet and stumbled out of the confessional. 
Seeing nothing of his surroundings, he found his way to the altar 
rail, knelt down and covered his face with shaking hands: “Sin- 
ners will find in My Heart an infinite ocean of mercy,” he 
thought. .. “Yes, how true, an infinite ocean. . .” 

The next day the front pages of the city’s papers carried a 
glaring headline. “Noted Financier Dies.” “Late last evening, 
Francis Fenton, well-known business and civic leader of the city, 
suffered a heart attack in the Catholic church of the Sacred 
Heart. Father Ryan, assistant pastor, stated that he had been 
called to the church to hear a late confession, and had been on 
the point of leaving the confessional when another person en- 
tered. This proved to be none other than Mr. Fenton. Mr. 
Fenton suffered the heart attack while kneeling at the altar rail 
of the church. He was aided in his last moments by the priest.” 
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Happy Homes 


OHN HOWARD PAYNE has crystallized the sentiments of 

all home-lovers in the heart-warming ballad entitled “Home 
Sweet Home.” If it is true of any home where love and har- 
mony reign that it is the happiest place on earth for those who 
call it “home,” how much more should this be true of the Catho- 
lic home, where the spirit of religion permeates the atmosphere 
and sanctifies the relationships of the members! The truly 
Christian home is a shrine of the tenderest and sweetest love; of 
ever-growing affectionate attachment between husband and wife, 
parents and children; of complete mutual trust and fullest con- 
fidence; a haven of rest and peace, of joy and happiness; a center 
of faith and piety, at once the pride and the hope of the Church; 
a nursery of saints; an anteroom of heaven. 


But still more is it true of homes where the Sacred Heart 
has been enthroned and reigns as King that they are havens of 
rest and peace, of joy and happiness. There, truly, the spirit 
of gladness and sunshine reigns, for the Sacred Heart dwells in 
that home and His spirit fills it with love, peace, and joy—the 
blessings which He has promised to those homes in which the 
image of His Sacred Heart is exposed and honored. 


Today, alas, evil forces are making a furious assault upon 
the home, and trying by every means to rob it of its stability, 
and especially of its Christian character. Well does the devil 
know that the Christian family presents the strongest front 
against his attacks and exercises the most potent influence on 
the rising generation for the preservation of religion and faith in 
God. In his efforts to destroy Christian faith and morals, so that 
he may have free rein in the world, he directs fierce attacks 
against the Christian family, hoping thus to bring about the 
corruption of the whole of society. 


One of the strongest weapons of defense which God has pro- 
vided for the family against these attacks is the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the home. Experience has proved the 
truth of the words of Pope Benedict XV, re-echoed by all his 
successors, that “there is nothing better suited to the present 
time than the consecration of the family to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.” With Christ enthroned as King and Master of the fam- 
ily, the home becomes a sanctuary where God is reverenced and 
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loved and His will is law. It is a school of virtue, where children 
are taught, by the edifying example of a God-fearing father and 
mother, no less than by their words, the lessons of prayer, of 
frequent assistance at Holy Mass and the reception of the sacra- 
ments, of industry, temperance, modesty, charity, and mutual 
love. In such a home the child is not commanded to pray—it 
prays instinctively and cheerfully, because it lives in an atmos- 
phere of prayer. It imbibes the spirit of prayer as a second 
nature, and its soul expands under the rays of Divine love like 
a flower in the warm sunshine. Mothers especially have wonder- 
ful opportunities for cultivating the seeds of sanctity in the souls 
of little ones, still fresh from the font of Baptism. And how 
often parents in such homes see their efforts rewarded by the 
astounding workings of the Holy Spirit even in the hearts of 
very young children! 


One mother tells of her baby girl of one year, who.dips her 
finger into the holy water font and then devoutly folds her little 
hands, bows her head and says “Amen,”—one of the few words 
she has learned to speak. The Crucifix has already become for 
her an object of loving veneration, upon which she implants 
many a resounding kiss. 


Another little one, not yet three, crept up to her mother 
one day and said: “Mommy, do you know I have the Holy Pirit 
in my heart?” She then explained in her baby way that the 
tick, tick of her heart was not the Holy Spirit, but that He was 
there, and He was God; that Jesus was God too, but another 
Person; and that Our Father up there by Jesus was not the same 
as Jesus, but that He was God too. Pleased to know how well 
her previous instructions on this Mystery of the Holy Trinity 
had been grasped, the mother. asked: “How many persons are 
there in God?” This seemed to puzzle the little one, so the 
mother prompted her, counting slowly on her fingers: “One—our 
Father up in heaven; two—Jesus, His Son, who is also in heaven 
and in the Catholic churches,” and the child broke in eagerly, 
clapping her dimpled hand to her heart: “and free—the Holy 
Pirit in our hearts.” The mother took occasion to impress the 
lesson further by a comparison with the electric lights, explain- 
ing that just as there were several fixtures but only one electric 
light shining through all, so there was only one God, but three 
Divine Persons. 


Still another little one, also aged three, showed an ingrained 
religious spirit (and perhaps also a subtle humor) in the follow- 
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ing incident: Watching her mother as she made a rag “cat” from 
an old stocking for her baby sister to play with, the child finally 
turned toward her pet kitten sleeping on a rug nearby and said: 
“QO Mommy, God certainly knows how to make cats, doesn’t 
He!” 

These little instances, which could be multiplied, show how 
early the thought of God as a loving Father and all-wise Creator 
can be implanted in the minds and hearts of children. In fact, 
parents and teachers are beginning to realize more and more that 
the religious training of the child should begin very soon after 
birth. This becomes in a special way the duty of the mother. 
She is the first teacher of the child, not only in point of time but 
also of importance. It is a fundamental error to leave the moral 
and religious instruction of the child to the school teacher and 
the priest. The child gets its character chiefly from the home 
formation, and unless that is sound and wholesome, its subse- 
quent training will always be deficient. The real academy of 
life—it has been truly said—is not the Church nor the school, 
but the domestic hearth. 

The home training of the child therefore postulates a home 
life where there is cordial union between parents, unfailing sup- 
port of one another in this all-important work, careful avoidance 
of everything that could disedify or even scandalize the child, 
great fidelity to religious practices in the home and to the obser- 
vance of the laws of God and the Church, and abundant use of 
the means of sanctification—prayer and the sacraments. And 
because such a life is best fostered by a real and living devotion 
to the Sacred Heart, the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
the home and the living of that Enthronement is so strongly 
advocated by shepherds of souls, from the Holy Father down to 
the humblest curate. May the month of June, then, and es- 
pecially the Feast of the Sacred Heart, find many more families 
placing themselves under the loving care of the Sacred Heart by 
the Enthronement, or renewing their Consecration in a solemn 
and festive way, to impress upon themselves and their children 
the importance and sacredness of this action, and to make it a 
living reality in their lives, 





On April 17, the Angel of death visited our Community once more 
and took from us the precious soul of our Sister M. Euphemia, O.S.B., 
who was in her 90th year and on the threshold of her Golden Jubilee. 
Please remember her in your prayers. 
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“If You Be Risen With Christ’’ 


From the Writings of Dom Columba Marmion, O. S. B. 


Continued 


HE second element of holiness, which, moreover, gives its 

motive and value to the first, is the belonging to God, de- 

votedness to God, which St. Paul calls “living unto God” (Rom. 
6:10). 

This life for God comprises an infinity of degrees. To begin 
with, it supposes that one is totally separated from all mortal 
sin; between mortal sin and the Divine life there is absolute in- 
compatibility. Next, there is separation from venial sin, from 
all natural springs of action, and detachment from all that is 
created. The more complete the separation is, the more we are 
spiritually free, and the more also the Divine life develops and 
expands within us. In the measure that the soul is freed from 
what is earthly, she opens to what is Divine, she savors heavenly 
things, she lives unto God. 

In this happy state, the soul is not only free from all sin, 
but she no longer acts save under the inspiration of grace, and 
for a supernatural motive. And when this supernatural motive 
extends to all her actions, when the soul, by a movement of love, 
habitual and steadfast, refers all to God, to the glory of Christ 
and that of His Father, then there is within her the plenitude 
of life that is holiness. 

You will notice that during Paschal time the Church fre- 
quently speaks to us of life, not only because Christ, by His 
Resurrection, has vanquished death, but above all because He 
has reopened to souls the fountains of eternal life. It is in Christ 
that we find this life. This is why likewise frequently, the 
Church makes us read over again on these blessed days the par- 
able of the vine: “I am the Vine,” says Jesus, “you are the 
branches; abide in Me and I in you, for without Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:4,5). We must abide in Christ and He in 
us, in order that we may bear much fruit. 

How is this accomplished? By His grace, by the faith that 
we have in Him, and by the virtues whereof He is the Exemplar 
and which we imitate. When, having renounced sin, we die to 
ourselves, as the grain of wheat dies in the earth before produc- 
ing fruitful ears (John 12:25), when we no longer act save under 
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the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and in conformity with the 
precepts and maxims of the Gospel of Jesus, then it is Christ’s 
Divine life that blossoms forth in our souls, it is Christ who lives 
in us. 


Such is the ideal of perfection. We cannot attain it in a 
day; holiness, ingrafted in us at baptism, is only developed little 
by little, by successive stages. Let us try to act in such a way 
that each Easter, each day of this blessed season which extends 
from the Resurrection to Pentecost, may produce within us a 
more complete death to sin, to the creature, and a more vigorous 
and more abundant increase of the life of Christ. 


Christ must reign in our hearts, and all within us must be 
subject to Him. Since the day of Christ’s triumph, He gloriously 
lives in us in the same degree as He reigns in our soul. He is 
King as He is High Priest. When Pilate asked Him if He were a 
king, Our Lord answered him, “I am, but My kingdom is not of 
this world” (John 18:37). “The kingdom of God is within you” 
(Luke 17:21). This dominion of Christ must, day by day, be 
extended in our souls; it is this that we ask of God: Thy kingdom 
come! Qh, may it come, Lord, that day when, truly, Thou wilt 
reign in us by Thy Christ! 


And why has not that day already come? Because so many 
things in us—-self-will, self-love, our natural activity—are not 
yet subject to Christ; because we have not yet done what the 
Father desires: we have not yet put all things beneath the feet of 
Christ. (Ps. 8:8.) That is a part of the glory which the Father 
wills henceforth to give to His Son Jesus. The Father wills to 
glorify Christ, because Christ is His Son, because He humbled 
Himself; the Father wills that every knee should bend at the 
Name of Jesus; all in creation is to be subject to Jesus: in heav- 
en, upon earth, in hell; all, too, in each one of us: will, intelli- 
gence, imagination, energies. 


Jesus came into us as King on the day of our baptism, but 
sin disputes this dominion with Him. When we destroy sin, infi- 
delities, attachment to the creature; when we live by faith in 
Him, in His word, in His merits; when we seek to please Him in 
all things, then Christ is Master, then He reigns within. As He 
reigns in the bosom of the Father, so He lives in us. He can say 
of us to the Father: “Behold this soul: I live and reign in her, O 
Father, that Thy Name may be hallowed.” 


(To be concluded) 
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The Open Doorway 


LIFE is really full of doors: doors that open and doors that close. 
Our birth is the doorway into life; our death, the door to heaven 
or to hell. And in between we pass through many doors, open- 
ing and closing them as we go. For many, June is the month 
of closing doors—the closing of school and college doors, grown 
so familiar over the years. June, then, is the month to think 
seriously about the next door to open, because the door opening 
into our life’s vocation is one that we should step through only 
after careful thought. 


Have you ever thought of opening the door to a religious vo- 
cation? The doorway of the Convent is a door into a life of 
challenge, of sacrifice and of love. This is especially true of the 
door to the Convent of Perpetual Adoration, which you see 
pictured above. For behind this door Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament is King and Center of all hearts. His love rules the 
work, the prayer and the life of each Sister. Is He waiting to 
open this door to YOU? 


Young ladies between the ages of 16 and 30 interested in the life of a 
Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration, are invited to write for 
more information to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ League 


UNE is the month of the Sacred Heart, as you all know, 
dear Little Lovers. For this June we would like to suggest 
that you be apostles of His Heart in a special way—the way of 
adoption. Does this sound puzzling? Actually, it is quite sim- 
ple. It means that each of you will adopt someone special to 
pray for throughout the month of June. Perhaps a missionary 
in China or India or Africa; or one of the world’s leaders, our 
President, for example; or a boy or girl of your own age in a 
country where the Faith is persecuted; or some particular soul 
whom Jesus loves and who is hurting Him most. Don’t you 
think this would please the Sacred Heart? It will make you real 
apostles, too, bringing God’s love to souls through your prayers 
and sacrifices. We are all Christ’s adopted brothers and sisters, 
and by adopting other souls, we can follow in His footsteps and 
bring about the reign of His Sacred Heart. 


PRACTICE: Make an act of Faith, Hope and Charity daily, that more 
and more people will let Jesus be King of their hearts. 


ASPIRATION: Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy Kingdom come! 


Sister Serena and the Roses 


SISTER SERENA looked gloomily at the rose-bushes in 
the garden, which was unusual because she loved flowers. Wher- 
ever Sister was, there were sure to be flowers, from the first 
violets in spring to the last marigolds of autumn. Busy as she 
was with her classes, she still found time to care for the small 
convent’s three large flower-beds, keep the chapel supplied with 
fresh blooms, and see to it that none of the shrines lacked flow- 
ers on the great feasts. But that was just the trouble. The 
new Mother Superior, who was to arrive that afternoon, didn’t 
like flowers! Everyone had told her that quite positively: “Now, 
Sister, be sure not to have flowers in Mother’s room when she 
arrives—they give her hay fever. And absolutely no roses, as 
she is allergic to them.” “Now, Sister, you’d better dig up 
everything in that flower-bed beneath her window or you'll have 
Mother sneezing all night!” 

And so, with an aching heart, Sister Serena was digging up 
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her prize rose bushes, even the cherished Mandarin Yellow, the 
envy of every woman in the neighborhood. She had put all her 
seed catalogues far back on the shelf, while resolutely pushing 
from her mind all thought of somehow or other acquiring the 
rare and beautiful Crimson Dusk. That had been her ambition 
for several years; Sister could just see the bush glowing and 
lovely in the flower-bed by the chapel window. Obedience, how- 
ever, was more important than flowers. Inwardly, though, Sister 
couldn’t help sighing: “I can’t understand anybody disliking 
flowers. Why, to look at them is to pray! God shares part of 
His beauty with us in them. Well, I’ll just offer it up for the 
Sacred Heart,” and she bowed to His statue in passing. 


That evening after supper, Sister Serena slipped out to re- 
move the last rose bush from the bed beneath the new Superior’s 
window. There had not been time that afternoon, with the 
welcome and the song and the festive supper. “Mother has such 
a sweet face,” Sister was thinking to herself, “she seems so kindly 
and understanding. Strange about the flowers—” here she stop- 
ped, for she had made up her mind to do no more grieving over 
the roses. People were as God made them and that was all there 
was to it. 


A soft footstep behind her caused Sister to straighten up to 
face her new Superior, who was looking around in a rather puz- 
zled way: “Sister, tell me something,” she said, almost in a 
whisper, “don’t the Sisters here like flowers? Your lawns are so 
neat and nicely cared for. The chapel is lovely—but I haven’t 
seen a single flower since I’ve been here. And those flower-beds— 
there’s nothing in them but shrubs. What is the matter!” 


Bewilderment struggled with surprise on Sister Serena’s 
face: “But, Mother, they told me you didn’t like flowers. They 
said you were allergic to them. All I’ve done for the past two 
days is go around digging up the roses! And the only thing 
they’d let me put in the chapel is that stiff foliage!” Merry 
laughter interrupted her: “My dear, it reminded me of snakes 
in a vase!”’ said the Mother Superior, “but I am so glad that 
flowers are not forbidden. True, as a young Sister I was allergic 
to roses, but I got over that long ago. Yet they still tell people 
that I don’t like flowers, when I really love them! Do you know 
what I have on top of my suitcase right now? A prize slip of 
Crimson Dusk wrapped in wet moss and plastic. If you come 
with me, we’ll get it and plant it together under the chapel win- 
dow there. Roses help me to pray!” 


As they passed the shrine of the Sacred Heart, Sister Serena 
was certain He smiled. 
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God’s Greatest Gift --- 
Himself in the Holy Eucharist 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 


Greatest of God’s wonderful gifts is the Holy Eucharist, which 
is the promise of our future life, the means of our salvation and our 
daily strength and consolation. 


God with Us 


No one is nearer to us 
than the God who loves us 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 
In this Sacrament of His 
Love He is the center of 
Catholic worship, nearer to 
us than friend or neighbor, 
however close. 


Eucharistic Miracles 


Accounts of twelve strik- 
ing miracles centering 
around the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, down through the 
centuries in different places 
of the world. Includes 
prayers and reflections. 





Eucharistic Heart-talks 


Prayers and reflections 
arranged in conversational 
form on the Real Presence, 
the Sacrifice of the Mass 
and the splendor of the 
Gift of the Holy Eucharist. 


My Daily Visit 


A daily visit to Christ 
in the tabernacle brings 
peace, fresh courage and 
inspiration to our lives. 
The prayers and thoughts 
of this booklet will be a 
great aid to such daily 
visits. 


Novena of Holy Communions 


The most powerful of all novenas—one of reception of Holy 
Communion during the powerful Sacrifice of the Mass, when Christ 


offers Himself for us. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 


Holy Communion is the fruit of the Sacrifice of the Mass—it 


is our personal contact with Christ. 


The pages of this booklet will 


increase your hunger for the Bread of Life. 


Each booklet 15¢ a copy. 


Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Behold This Heart! 


Help to spread devotion to the Sacred Heart by 
reading and getting others to read these booklets. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 


How the Sacred Heart of Jesus shows His love for us; how 
we should love Him in return. 15¢ 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 


The history, explanation and ceremony of this most loved 
and fruitful method of bringing the love of Jesus Christ to the 
very heart of your home and family. 15¢ 


Favors 
from the King 


The beloved 
founder of the 
Enthronement 
reveals six dif- 
ferent and won- 
derful effects of 
the enthroning 
of the Sacred 
Heart in six dif- 
ferent homes. 
15¢ 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


Come, Let Us 
Adore 


Two Holy 
Hours, one in 
adoration of, 
one in repara- 
tion to, the 
Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. Ideal for 
private prayer 
or for June de- 
votions. 15¢ 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 


Prayers which will be a real help in your devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, including the Mass of the Sacred Heart, Consecra- 
tion, Novenas and Litany. 


Belong to that favorite band—the Guard of Honor of the 


Sacred Heart! 


This booklet will explain it to you. 15¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for Our Lord’s Feasts—Part II 


A real treasure of simple, meaningful prayers and thoughts 
for the various feasts of Our Lord from Pentecost to Advent. 96 


pages. 20¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





